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‘Bver since this group of 300 fami-
Ties of sorts were resetfled in 1993

‘makeshift setiement
called the “Camp” by lo-
cals vhose ovn comimunity be-
‘came kmovwn as the “Villge”
Tt has been 17 years since those
Cambodians ware relocated to
Battambang city's Sam-
raong commune from refugee
camps in Thailand, and yet some
people in the Village st describe
them as wanderers, said French
flmmaker Christine Boteller.

Pmm 2006 to 2009, Ms Bou-

on fim the lives

of people in the Camp. The

version of her 55-

‘minute film, “The Wa

premiere tonight at 7 pm at the
Bophana Audiovisual Resourc

NATIONAL
Returning Refugees’ Most Forlorn Are Chronicled on Film

g

Photognapher Nasks e 1979 msgs of a rfoges s domeyed

on a street in the ‘Camp.’

than 385,000 Cambodians were
brought back by the UN folowing
the signing of the Paris Peace
Agreementsi 1991,

ing o Ms Bouteller.
“They settled into their new lives,
at times getting help from some of
thelocals Mr Chea s nowateacher
and Mr Saroeun a community
leatr working t improve physicak
yhandicapped peopie’s conditons.
But among some peogle, the od
resentment persists: one Camp
worman in the fim in
the Vilage are rich and hosile, and
an old men in the Vilage sys helfof
thosein the Camp cannotbe rusted
, the narrator says, “Bit
s ‘The Wanderers’ shows US ‘éﬂmmmw%m?:;
rowed The land which seperatesus
is being put up for sle and electrici
vie in the KhaoEDang camp. ‘He 1y is being insalled on both sides.
had a good heart,” his wie, Fich  One day,our Campvill be o more
Lear, explins in the fim. “He was ~ thanasecionin thelage”
alone ke me, so we siayed togeth  The documentary ha to be shot
o > in four sessi a period of
“The couple had beiended Kim  three years asittook some time, Ms
Chea, who, also alone, had woken  Bouteller seid, “o gein he trust of
up in the refxgee camp's hospial  those people who ekt they had been
Toward the end of the UNrepa- ~_ The Fr
n-nnmprmnml%ﬁwyand “The Wanderers™ will be presented at
others who had reated the French govemments
Emilisin dﬁummvmbrwdn terin Fiom Pen on Thursiay at 7
o that rice feld in Charmlear Sam- Komer vesion
raong and given 6by-L2meter lots  subtitles will be screened at the
and wood to buld houses, accord- Conteron. 4pm



